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A Pet Story:
The Great Return
Just another day on the
Middleburgh Facebook
page, and another beloved
pet has gone missing, been
found, or sadly, killed. For
Dawn Rumph Leblanc, this
became personal in her first
couple days moving back
to Schoharie County when
three of her dogs escaped
from home, and the
youngest puppy, Raya, was
found dead after being hit
by a car and left abandoned
by whomever was driving.
As soon as the dogs went
missing, Leblanc began her
search for them.
“I have a nine-month-old
baby too. So, I quickly ran
upstairs, grabbed, and put
her in the car, called the
Sheriff Department, let them
know that my dogs are all
missing, and they came,
and I posted it on the Middleburgh Facebook page,”
she said.
After posting about her
lost animals, somebody responded saying that there
were a couple in her yard.
However, the youngest puppy, Raya, was still missing.
Leblanc then went back
to Facebook to write an update on the Middleburgh
page.
“Update: Raya has been

Her dogs Bandit, Bailey, and Demon.
found as well. But to killed her dog. However, she
whomever hit her and left thinks that she will get an
her on the side of road to answer at some point.
“They'll never come fordie please go crawl in a
ditch somewhere urself [sic]. ward. And I'm sure at some
She passed away both legs point they may say somewere shattered as well as thing to someone. I grew
internal damage,” the mes- up in Schoharie and I know
how people talk. That word
sage read.
According to a sergeant will spread at some point.
at the Schoharie County
Sheriff’s Office, if someone
hits a domestic animal with
a car, they are supposed to
By Timothy Knight
contact the Sheriff’s Office
Days after Hero Fund
and/or locate the owner. If America’s successful “Run
not, they will be fined $100 4 The Hills for First Reaccording to New York state sponders” event was held
law.
in the Village of Sharon
Leblanc doubts that any- Springs with over two hunone will admit that they dred participants, the organization hosted a candid
discussion on Wednesday
afternoon about the challenges facing rural volunteer
firefighters and EMS.
Featuring U.S. Congressman Antonio Delgado and
State Senator Peter Oberacker, the hour long back
and forth was hosted at the
Sharon Springs Fire Department and organized by
Patricia Johnstone, a Village
of Sharon Springs Trustee
and Vice-President of the
Hero Fund America charity
organization.
The deeply intertwined
topics of federal grant funding, recruitment, and retention dominated the afternoon conversation, as
Ms. Johnstone stressed that
“The critical shortage of volunteers and paid personnel
Raya in middle!
is really most on our mind
in this county right now.”
With there being 17 volunteer fire departments and
11 volunteer ambulance
squads in Schoharie County,
Office of Emergency Services (OES) Director Mike
Hartzel noted that federally
funded grants for recruiting
and retention have worked
here in the past.
He credited the federally
grant funded purchase of a
new swift water rescue boat
as revitalizing the county’s

But by then it will be too
late,” Leblanc stated.
National statistics show
that 14% of dog owners
lose their pet within a 5year period. Missing and
dead animals are not a rare
occasion in Schoharie County with many sightings, messages for help, and reports
being posted on Facebook
pages.
“It really varies. Sometimes we can go months
without getting any strays
that come in through dog
control. Other times, you
know, we can get a couple.
It just depends,” stated Deziray Foland, who works at
the Animal Shelter of
Schoharie in Howes Cave.
Foland says Facebook is
great for helping reunite
pets with their owners.
“We’ve posted [missing animals] on our Facebook

page and then other people
share it. Sometimes the
owners will even call here
and just say that they've
been missing their dog,”
Foland added.
Along with the leashes,
fences, and kennels suggested by the Sheriff's Office
and the Animal Shelter of
Schoharie to keep pets from
escaping, there are tools
that can help reunite pets
with their owners. Personalized identification tags and
microchips are often under
-utilized but very effective.
National statistics show
that only 61% of dogs and
25% of cats wear a personalized identification tag.
Dogs have higher return to
owner rates (up to 85%)
than cats because of identification tags and transport
to local shelters. Studies
show cats, however, return

home on their own at rates
of up to 60%.
In 2017 New York State
enacted a law that requires
animal shelters, rescue
groups, and other organizations that take in found
pets to check and see
whether an animal has a
microchip or other identifying information.
Leblanc shared her message for whoever hit Raya
with her car.
“How about you come
forward and just, you know,
I bet you did wrong. If not
to me. If you're afraid of
me, then go to the Sheriff,
all for condolences. Put a
thing of flowers out in the
yard. I don't have to know
where they come from, say
you are sorry,” Leblanc said.
“You know, so some sort
of compassion and, you
know, neighborly love.”

Tough Talk on Rural EMS, Volunteers
one-time floundering search
and rescue team. “Volunteers
want to have good equipment, and they want to have
good training, and be able
to do something on a Saturday,” commented Mr.
Hartzel.
Conceding that volunteer
organizations are struggling
locally, Mr. Hartzel blamed
the excessive wait times that
EMS squads face when
transporting patients to area
hospitals for contributing
to volunteer burnout. He
pointed out that Schoharie
County’s paid EMS coverage
is helping to keep things
afloat.
Schoharie County Board
of Supervisors Chairman
Bill Federice, who has been
a member of the Conesville
EMS community for the
past twelve years with his
wife, Joann, questioned how
they are supposed to find
EMTS and keep them competitively hired.
“We cannot compete
when we pay people to take
a job that’s as responsible
as this and they are making
less than somebody at Burger King flipping burgers,”
said Mr. Federice, who noted
the county pays EMTs $16
per hour to start. He added
that they need state or federal funding to subsidize
EMTs.
Mr. Oberacker, who
shared a personal story from
when his son was involved
in a farm accident and it
took several tones until an
emergency squad responded, said that he is introduc-

Congressman Antonio Delgado and State Senator Peter
Oberacker listened to local first responders and emergency officials on Wednesday afternoon speak about the
challenges facing rural EMS and fire services. Photo by
Timothy Knight

ing legislation to make EMS
an essential service in New
York State.
“Every fire department
in this county that has an
ambulance is always one
or two EMTs away from
shutting the doors, and the
people we serve don’t deserve that,” commented Bill
Bivona of the Schoharie
County Fire Chief’s Association. Mr. Bivona believes
the county ambulances are
the only solution.
After spending most of
the listening session handwriting notes, Mr. Delgado
touted a series of bills he
has either co-sponsored or
introduced himself in Congress to address some of
the issues that were raised,
including the Fire Station
Construction Grants Act
and the Rebuild Rural America Act.
While the congressman’s
office cannot provide grant
writing services, Mr. Delgado

told attendees that he does
have a member on staff who
is singularly focused on
grants and identifying opportunities for funding applications. He encouraged
them to contact his office if
they needed a sounding
board.
“As a member of Congress, I always look to our
veterans, and to our law enforcement, and first responders – the folks who make
it their business to put others
before themselves – as my
north star, as the way in
which I look at the work I
do,” he said.
Founded in 2014 by Garth
Roberts after the Boston
Marathon bombing, Hero
Fund America provides
grants to benefit education,
training, and certification
programs for first responders. Hero Fund America
has given $32,300 to 37
first responder organizations
in 7 states.

CRCS, Continued from Page F1
Narcotics Anonymous
Meeting in Schoharie!
An NA meeting will be held
every Tuesday from 6-7 at the
Living Room /
Open Arms Recovery Resource
Center @ 289 Main St. in
Schoharie.
This will be
an open meeting for anyone
with a Substance Use Disorder.

Many districts faced similar problems, as budgeted
activities and appointments
never materialized. Mr. Mummenthey said, “We have a
plan to use that excess fund
balance to offset future expenses and to make much
needed investments in the
district’s facilities and capital.”
Mr. Walther’s audit, which
otherwise found no issues
with the district’s finances,
will be submitted to the New
York State Department of
Education and to the Office
of the New York State Comptroller. CRCS will also submit
a plan for the expenditure
of the fund balance.

Tune in 24/7..For the best variety..over 1000 song selection..less repetition.
Local weather two times per hour. Saturday 6:05am Farm Show.
Sunday 7:05am The Pet Show.
Sports: Yankees, Nascar, Bulldog
Football Home & Away.
Saturday 605 am Farm Show
DR KEN -M.D.SHOW 7 -8am.
Lite Radio 94.3 & AM- 1190
Schoharie & Otsego Counties 100.1 Schenectady, Montgomery & Fulton Counties.
On Line:lite943radio.com - (518) 234-3400.

In other business, board
members:
Heard from Mr. Mummenthey that CRCS has experienced 17 confirmed
COVID-19 cases since the
school year began – 15 cases
among students and 2 cases
among staff – which has
caused 172 quarantines that
the district has assisted the
Schoharie County Department of Health with contact
tracing on. Mr. Mummenthey
noted that the new quarantine rules have helped CRCS
keep their doors open to
students, while only a handful of quarantines have resulted due to cafeteria exposure. “I’m really proud of
the community effort that

has been in place to keep
our schools safe,” said Mr.
Mummenthey.
Heard from Mr. Mummenthey that work continues
on the district’s roofing project at Ryder, though two
minor setbacks have been
encountered: contactors are
finding some areas that have
moisture damage, which require change orders to address; and some spots are
under analysis for potential
asbestos, which they will
have to work cautiously
around to prevent penetrating the impacted area. Mr.
Mummenthey further noted
that there will be spots at
Golding that require asbestos
removal. He remains opti-

mistic, weather permitted,
about getting all roof work
done on Ryder/Golding by
early December.
Voted to appoint Donna
Jo Cody as a Teacher, Library
Media Specialist in Radez
and Adam LaBarre as a
Teacher, Special Education
in Golding. Further voted
to appoint Brian Rivenburgh
as a Maintenance Mechanic,
Dawn Schanz as a School
Bus Aide/Monitor, and Lucille
Veiga as a School Bus Driver.
They also voted to accept
the donation of services
from Steve Hickey of S&H
Bicycle Store for repair of
an adult tricycle that is used
by a student at the CobleskillRichmondville High School.

DRIVE-THRU - PICK UP
ANNUAL CHICKEN & BISCUIT SUPPER
Held at: Lawyersville Reformed Church
Route 145
Sponsored by: Christian Community Church of Faith
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 16th
4:00pm–6:00pm or till sold out. Cost is by donation

